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He mentioned several reasons for preferring to draw the fresh air for apartments from the hall and other passages of the house rather than directly from the external atmosphere, among which were that the external air in towns often carries so much of sooty particles—too well known as " blacks "—that it does not always suit well for being introduced at once into apartments without having first been allowed to get rid, in a great degree, of these particles by depositing them in the passages, or in some little used apartment through which the air may be drawn. One or more windows or other apertures ought always to be kept open to admit air to the staircase or other passages of the house. The •omission to do this is the usual cause of the back smoke coming down the unused chimneys, which is a very common annoyance in dwellings.
He explained some of the methods which he could most recommend for warming the fresh supplies of air introduced into passages of houses. The warming in a slight degree of the air while entering the passages of the house, or while in them, is not usually to be regarded as necessary, but may sometimes be desirable, especially in very cold weather, or in case of persons liable to suffer much from cold. Professor Thomson then, with the aid of drawings, gave explanations of ordinary and frequent circumstances of the warming and ventilating of public buildings. In doing so he spoke in condemnation of methods depending on the introduction of the fresh air, whether warm or cold, through the floor or by any openings near the occupants; and recommended rather that the fresh air be introduced near the ceiling, and well mixed with the general atmosphere of the room before reaching the occupants; and that it should be introduced in quantity sufficient to maintain a satisfactory degree of freshness in the whole space. Professor Thomson had given much attention to the subject of the ventilation of public buildings, and lie offered various recommendations and suggestions for improvements from prevailing practices. The limits of the present abstract of the lecture, however, do not allow more than the mention of this part of the subject, as it has appeared that a greater number of the general public may be practically interested in the means taught for improving the comfort and healthfulness of their own dwellings.
An interesting discussion followed the reading of the paper, in which several members took part.
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